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^anfaurp  ftoab. 


^ontppool,  iHon. 

June  llth,  1942 


To  the  Ghairmrn  and  Members  of  the 
Pontypool  Urban  District  Council. 


Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

The  Welsh  Board  of  Health  have  requested 
that  Medical  Officers  of  Health  confine  their  Annual 
Reports  for  1941  to  essential  and  urgent  matters,  and  I 
beg  to  submit  mine  in  this  form. 


Physical  Features. 

Items  under  this  heading  correspond  with  my 
report  for  1938. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL 
CONDITIONS 

The  majority  of  workers  In  the  district  are 
engaged  In  strenuous  occupations. 

Unemployment  had  decreased  considerably  at 
the  end  of  the  year,  and  was  not  responsible  for  any 
cause  of  sickness  or  invalidity. 

General  Statistics. 

Information  under  the  above  heading  has  been 
purposely  omitted. 
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Vital  Statistics. 


Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

Infectious  Diseases  Death 
Rate  excluding  Tubercu- 
losis 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Death  Rate 

Other  Tnberculous  Diseases 
Death  Rate 


16'20  per  1,000  population 
12'93  per  1,000  population 
69'93  per  1,000  live  births 

00 '98  per  1,000  population 
0074  per  1,000  population 
00  04  per  1,000  population 


Birth  Rate. 

The  total  number  of  births  returned  by  the 
Registrar  General  for  the  calculation  of  Birth  Rates  for  1941 
(Known  in  Table  I.  as  “ B, R.”)  and  for  the  calculations 
of  Infant  and  Maternal  Mortalities  (known  in  Table  I. 
as  “ I . M . etc.”),  was  as  follows:— 

Live  Birth  Rate  ...  16'20  per  1 000  population 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  ...  35'60  per  1,000  live  births 


The  number  of  women  dying  in  consequence  of 
childbirth,  was  nil. 


From  puerperal  sepsis  (No.  29) 

From  other  maternal  causes  (No.  30) 

Total  deaths  under  headings  Nos.  29  and  30  ... 
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Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1.000  ligitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  68'11 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ...  ...  120  00 


Total  Male  Female 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ...  5 1 4 

„ whooping  cough  (all  ages)...  0 0 0 

„ cancer  „ ...  72  40  32 

„ dianhoea  (under  2 years  of 

age)  ...  2 2 0 


AGES  AT  DEATH  OF  CHILDREN  UNDER 
ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 


Under  l week 
1 — 2 weeks 

2- 3 

3- 4 


13 

5 

2 

2 


Total  under  one  month  ...  22 


1—3  months 


3—6 

6—9 

9—12 


»» 


13 

8 

4 

3 


Total  under  one  year 


50 


INFANTILE  DEATH  RATES 
(1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS)  COMPARED 

England  & Wales  Monmouthshire 

59  70'48 


Year 

1911 
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Pontypool 
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Table  I.  — Causes  of  Death  in  Pontypool  Urban  District,  1941 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


Males  Females 


All  Causes 


291  | 

247 

— 

— 

1 

1 j 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

4 

10 

21 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

12 

5 

1 

2 

21 

24 

5 

4 

27 

27 

56 

47 

6 

3 

27 

20 

14 

8 

3 

3 

2 

1 

2 

— 

i 

2 

12 

10 

4 

7 

— 

— 



3 

5 

6 

10 

6 

2 

1 

4 

— 

19 

7 

27 

25 

M 

1 F 

M | F 

For  i.m.  etc- 

For  br 

352 

363 

333  341 

345 

345 

326324 

7 

18 

7|  17 

13 

16 

12  16 

11 

15 

10  15 

2 

1 

2 ! 1 

M 

F 

29 

21 

29 

18 

1 Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

2 Cerebro  spinal  fever 

3 Scarlet  fever 

4 Whooping  cough 

5 Diphtheria 

6 Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

7 Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

8 Syphilitic  diseases 

9 Influenza 

10  Measles 

11  Ac.  potio-myel  and  polio-enceph. 

12  Ac.  inf.  enceph. 

13  Cancer  of  B;  cav:  and  oesoph:  (ni)  uterus  (f) 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

15  Cancer  of  breast 

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  „.. 

17  Diabetes 

18  Intra-cran:  vase;  lesions... 

19  Heart  disease 

20  Olher  diseases  of  circulatory  system 

21  Bronchitis 

22  Pneumonia 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  or  duodenum 

25  Diarrhoea,  (under  2 years) 

26  Appendicitis 

27  Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

28  Nephritis 

29  Puerperal  and  post-abort,  sepsis 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

31  Premature  birth 

32  Con.  mal.  birth  inj.  infant  dis. 

33  Suicide 

34  Road  traffic  accideuts 

35  Other  violent  causes 

36  All  other  causes  ... 


| Total 

Live  Births  j-  Legitimate 
) Illegitimate 
| Total 

Stillbirths  [ Legitimate 
) Illegitimate 


Deaths  of  Infants 
under  1 year 


Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 


Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority 

These  were  similar  to  my  Report  for  1938  with  one 
exception — Dr.  A.  Carvath  Johnson,  a Tuberculosis 
Physician  from  the  King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National 
Memorial  Association  visits  the  Park  Buildings,  Pontypool 
on  Tuesday  only  of  each  week. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

As  stated  in  by  Annual  Report  for  1938,  several 
items  under  this  heading  will  be  found  in  the  Sanitary 
Inspectors  Reports  at  the  end  of  this  Report. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 

This  is  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  in 
their  Reports. 


HOUSING 

This  is  also  reported  on  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
in  their  Reports. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

Items  under  this  heading  are  as  reported  in  my 
Annual  Report  for  1938. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  reported  on  the  work 
carried  out  during  the  year  in  their  Reports. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES 

No  alarming  disclosures  under  any  of  the  headings 
set  out  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938,  and  no  alteration 
from  the  information  stated  therein. 

Prevention  of  Blindness 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  Section 
176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from 
any  disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes. 
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TABLE  II. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS 
NOTIFIED  DURING  THE  YEAR,  ARRANGED  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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TABLE  III. 

ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  FROM  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES, 

TUBERCULOSIS,  IN  AGE  GROUPS 
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Tuberculosis. 


Fifty  two  (27  males  and  25  females)  cases  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  14  (9  males  and  5 females)  of 
the  other  forms  of  the  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


There  were  31  (10  males  and  21  females)  deaths  from 
the  pulmonary  form  of  the  disease,  and  2 (I  male  and  I 
female)  of  the  non-pulmonary  form. 

The  King  Edward  VII.  Welsh  National  Mercurial 
Association  have  an  Institute  at  the  Park  Buildings. 
Pontypool,  where  Dr.  A.  Carveth  Johnson  attended  on 
Tuesday  of  each  week  to  see  new  cases  referred  by  the 
Medical  Practitioners  for  examination,  and  old  cases  still 
requiring  supervision  or  treatment.  Visits  were  also 
made  by  Dr.  Johnson  to  the  homes  of  people  too  ill  to 
attend  the  Institute. 

No  action  for  the  compulsory  removal  of  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  under  Section  172  of  the  Public 
Health  Act  1936,  became  necessary. 

No  cases  of  Tuberculosis  among  employees  engaged 
in  the  milk  trade  came  under  my  observation,  therefore  no 
action  under  the  Public  Health  ( Prevention  of  Tubercu- 
losis) Regulations  1925,  became  necessary. 

All  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year  had 
been  previously  notified  in  the  district  with  the  exception 
of  one  who  died  at  a Mental  Hospital  outside  the  district 
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TABLE  IV. 

Particulars  of  New  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  Deaths 
from  the  Disease  during  1941 


New  Cases 

Deaths 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Periods 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0—1 

• • • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1—5 

... 

... 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5—15 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

... 

15—25 

11 

7 

1 

2 

3 

10 

... 

1 

25—35 

6 

15 

1 

... 

2 

3 

... 

... 

35—45 

5 

1 

... 

... 

2 

5 

... 

... 

45 — 55 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

55—65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

65  and 
upwards 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals 

27 

25 

9 

5 

10 

21 

1 

1 

Recommendations. 

As  stated  in  my  Annual  Report  for  1938. 


I am, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

THOMAS  McALLEN 
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Sanitary  inspector’s  IReport. 


l>ealtfj  Bepartment, 

$ontpmotle. 


Dr.  McALLEN,  MB.,  B.Gh., 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Hanbury  Road,  Pontypool. 


Sir, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the 
Pontypool  District  in  accordance  with  the 
requirements  of  the  “Sanitary  Officers’  Order” 
1926,  for  the  year  ending  December  1941. 


NUISANCES 


* 


NOTICES  SERVED 
Informal  ...  137 

Statutory  ...  53 

Nuisances  abated  ...  104 

Housing  repair  notices  ...  49 

Notices  complied  with  ...  32 

DRAINS 

New  Drains  constructed  ...  16 

Repaired  ...  76 

Unstopped  and  cleaned  ...  34 

Old  Drains  abolished  ...  10 

WATER  CLOSETS 

New  Closets  ...  18 

Abolished  ...  14 

Repaired  ...  48 

Cleansed  ...  37 

New  Flush  Tanks  ...  29 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  2 

inspections  ...  47 

Nuisances  abated  ...  9 

FACTORIES  & WORKSHOPS 

Nuisances  abated  ...  19 

Sanitary  accommodation  insufficient  3 
Unsuitable  and  defective  ...  7 

12 


BAKEHOUSES 


Inspections 
Informal  notices 
Limewashing 
Closet  accommodation 

SCHOOLS 

Inspections 
Complaints 
Nuisances  abated 


73 

4 
2 
2 

58 

7 

5 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934 

Regular  Inspection  of  shops  and  offices  were  carried 
out.  Particular  attention  was  given  to  matters  aPecting 
the  health  and  comfort  of  the  employees,  sanitation, 
lighting,  warming  and  ventilation. 


Number  of  washing  facilities  provided  ...  2 

Want  of  cleanliness  ...  11 

Defective  closet  accommodation  ...  9 

Covered  bins  for  refuse  ...  5 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF 
FOOD  SUPPLY 

(MILK.  Special  Designation  Order,  1936  &t  1938) 

Pasteurised  milk  producers  ...  2 

Eighteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken.  The  reports 
being  satisfactory. 

FARMS.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies 


Improved  cleanliness  ...  18 

Limewashing  ...  12 

Manure  nuisances  ...  27 

Repairs,  roofs  and  floors  ...  3 

Drainage  improved  ...  2 
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UNSOUND  FOODSTUFFS  SURRENDERED 
AND  DESTROYED 


Fish 

• • • 

240  lbs. 

Tinned  Fruits 

• • • 

620  tins 

Tinned  Vegetables 

• • • 

401  tins 

Bottled  Foods 

68 

Cooked  Meats 

• • • 

24  lbs. 

Fruit 

• • • 

240  lbs. 

Eggs 

• • • 

8 doz. 

Rabbits 

• • • 

5 

Biscuits 

6 tins 

Cheese 

46  lbs. 

Jam 

• • • 

49  jars 

BaHed  Beans 

• • • 

10  tins 

Salmon 

• • • 

120  tins 

Tongue 

• • • 

38  tins 

RAT  DESTRUCTION 

Rat  baits  were  laid  on  all  the  refuse  disposal  sites 
and  lands  owned  by  the  Council. 

Notices  to  abate  nuisances  from  rat  infection  were 
served  on  36  occupiers. 

INSPECTION  OF  LICENCED  PREMISES 

Number  of  inspections  of  licenced  premises 
Sanitary  defects  and  nuisances  found 
Remedied 

INSPECTION  OF  CINEMAS 

Visits  and  inspections 
Nuisances  complained 
Abated 


147 

22 

13 

36 

17 

15 


I am,  Sir, 

Yours  obediently. 
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o.  J.  R.  PRUDEN 


# 

Urban  Btetrirt  Council  of  $ontppool 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

J.  G.  C.  SHORT,  C S.I.B. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

Shops  Inspector. 

Inspector  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods. 

Tel.  Pontypool  2 7 9 


Council  Offices, 

$ontpmoeI, 

$ontppool,  ^lon. 


Dr.  T.  McALLEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Hanbury  Road,  Pontypool. 


Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  submit  my  report  for  the  period 

August  1st  1941  (date  of  commencement  of 

duties)  to  December  31st  194b 

% 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  C.  SHORT 

Sanitary  Inspector 
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SUMMARISED 


REPORT, 


Panteg  District,  August  1941— December  1941 

1—  Inspections  of  premises  under  the  Public  Health 

Act  and  Housing  Act  ...  153 

2—  Visits  and  Inspections  in  connection  with 

Infectious  Diseases  ...  63 

3 —  Inspections  of  Farms,  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 

Milk-shops  ..  43 

4—  Number  of  daily  periods  of  duty  for  meat 

inspection  at  Abersychan  Central  Slaugh- 
ter house  ...  36 

5—  Inspections  in  respect  of  Water  Supplies  ...  10 

6—  Inspections  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  In 

Factories  ...  n 

7—  Inspections  of  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  io 

8—  Visits  to  premises  for  examination  of  Food 

other  than  Meat  ...  5 

9—  Visits  as  Sampling  Officer  under  Food  and 

Drugs  Act,  1938  ...  is 

10— M iscellaneous  inspections  ...  28 

N umber  of  Complaints  received  ...  41 

N umber  of  Notices  served  ...  38 

Informal  34  Formal  4 

Number  of  Notices  complied  with  ...  27 

Informal  27  Formal  2 
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Result  of  Service  of  Notices 

Roofs  repaired  and  rendered  weather  proof  ...  4 

New  floors  laid  ...  2 

Wall  and  celling  plaster  restored  ...  3 

Nuisances  from  smoky  flues  abated  ...  2 

New  Pedestal  pans  Installed  In  w.c’s.  ...  2 

New  concrete  floors  in  w.c’s.  ...  2 

Additional  w.c’s  built  at  factories  ...  13 

Additional  urinals  built  at  factories  ...  3 

Choked  drains  and  closets  cleared  ...  19 

Overcrowding  and  Insanitary  occupation  of 

premises  remedied  ...  1 

Insanitary  arrangements  for  cooling  of  milk  In 

farm  dairy  remedied  ...  1 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


At  Ministry  of  Food  Central  Slaughterhouse  Abersychan 

Total  number  of  animals  Inspected  ...  3879 


Cattle 

...  167 

Sheep 

...  3617 

Calves 

79 

Pigs 

16 

3879 

Amount  of  Meat  and  Offals  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption. 


CATTLE. 

Carcases  and  portions  of  carcases  nil 
Heads  and  tongues 
Livers 

Lungs  (pairs) 


11 

25 

27 


SHEEP 

Carcases 

Complete  plucks 
Lungs  (pairs) 
Livers 


2 (46  lbs) 
359 
246 
96 
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CALVES 


Carcases 

nil 

Offals 

nil 

Carcases 

nil 

Offals 

nil 

Foodstuffs  Voluntarily  Surrendered  from  Shop3  and 
Stores  and  Destroyed. 

176  tins  evaporated  milk. 

10  lbs.  10i  ozs  Irish  pressed  beef. 

39  lbs.  Butter  (disposed  of  under  directions  of  Food 
Office). 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FOOD  AND 
DRUGS  ACT,  1938. 

Food  and  Drugs  Sampling. 

Number  of  formal  samples  taken  and  submitted 
for  analysis  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  quarter 
ending  31st  December  1941  ...  15 

Food  sampled — milk.  (Purchased  from  vendors 
retailing  within  the  Urban  District). 

Number  of  samples  certified  by  the  Public 
Analyst  to  be  genuine  and  free  from  preservatives  15 

Number  of  sub-standard  samples  ...  nil 

Average  Composition  of  the  Samples 


Fat 

Solids  not  Fat 

T otal  Solids 

3 73% 

8 '93% 

12'66% 

Minimum  legal  standards 

3 00% 

8‘50% 

1150% 
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Composition  of  Milk  Samples 


Sampling  “A” 


Sample  No.  Fat 

per  cent 

1 3'30 

2 4*40 

3 350 

4 3*10 

5 4 00 

6 390 


Sampling 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Sampling 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 


“ B” 

3-80 
4 00 
390 
350 

“C” 

4’ 10 
3*50 
4‘10 
3*30 
3*60 


Solids  not  Fat 
per  cent 

8*70 

8‘65 

8*70 

8*90 

9*10 

8*80 


8 80 
8*90 
900 
910 


9*20 

9*10 

9*20 

8*80 

9*00 


Total  Solids 
per  cent 
12‘00 
13  05 
12*20 
12*00 
13*10 
12*70 


12*60 

12*90 

12*90 

12*60 


13*30 

12*60 

13*30 

12*10 

12*60 
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* 

$ontppooI  ®rban  ©isstrict  Council 


CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR'S 
REPORT  FOR 
NORTH  DISTRICT,  1941 


public  !>ealtfj  Department, 

Cooperative  Puilbingg, 

iMgl)  Street,  glbersiprijaii 

May  18th,  1942 


Below  is  my  Report  on  work  carried 
out  in  the  North  District  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1941. 
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NOTICES  SERVED. 


Informal  Notices  ...  87 

Statutory  Notices  ...  35 

DEFECTS  IN  DWELLINGS 

Houses  repaired  externally  ...  184 

Houses  repaired  internally  ...  172 

DRAINAGE. 

Drains  tested  and  examined  ...  6 

Drains  opened  and  cleansed  ...  14 

Drains  connected  to  sewer  ...  3 

New  drains  provided  ...  4 

Defective  drains  repaired  ...  42 

Defective  W Cs  put  in  order  ...  12 

Defective  flushing  tanks  repaired  or  renewed  25 

New  tanks  installed  ..  12 

New  pans  provided  In  W.Cs.  ...  8 

Dilapidated  W.Cs.  rebuilt  ...  5 


OTHER  NUISANCES. 

Accumulations  of  ashes  and  manure  removed  4 

TENTS,  SHEDS  AND  VANS. 

There  are  several  sheds  and  vans  occupied  as 
dwellings,  some  of  them  are  overcrowded,  but  regular 
inspection  has  kept  them  up  to  a decent  standard  of 
cleanliness,  some  are  unfit  for  habitation,  but  cannot 
be  closed  owing  to  the  acute  housing  shortage  due  to 
the  war,  and  cessation  of  building. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and 
Workplaces  have  been  carried  out.  Two  new  workshops 
were  opened  in  the  district,  both  at  Pontnewynydd, 
one  for  Upholstery  and  one  for  Boot  Repairs 
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Below  is  a report  of  the  Inspections  made. 

Number  of  Notices  Occupiers 

Premises  Inspections  Served  Prosecuted 

Factories  (including  Laundries)  12  1 

Workshops  ...  28  1 — 

Workplaces  ...  4 — — 

Total  ...  44  5 — 

All  notices  served  in  respect  of  these  premises 
were  complied  with. 


CINEMAS. 

Number  of  Cinemas  in  district  ...  2 

Inspections  made  ...  6 

Notices  served  ...  2 

Notices  complied  with  ...  2 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  FOODS. 

Below  is  a report  on  meat  Inspected  at  the 
Central  Slaughter  House,  Abersychan,  showing  number 
of  cattle  killed  and  meat  condemned 


ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED. 


Cattle 

1003 

Sheep 

10440 

Calves 

397 

Pigs 

431 

Total  ...  12271 

MEAT 

CONDEMNED. 

Beef 

9363  lbs. 

M utton 

223  lbs. 

Pork 

138  lbs. 

Veal 

13  lbs. 

Total 
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9737  lbs. 


OFFAL  CONDEMNED. 

Livers  Lungs  Sheeps  Frys  Calves  Fry  Other  Organs 

Beasts  ...  102  76  883  1 9 

Four  complete  bovine  offals  were  also  condemned 

OTHER  FOODS  CONDEMNED 

Carrots,  6 tins.  Fish  Paste,  4 pots  Fish  Roll,  4 lbs. 
Condensed  Milk,  35  tins  Plums,  10  tins. 

Flerrings,  8 tins.  Butter,  56  lbs.* 

Vegetables  in  gravy,  15  tins  Ox  Soups,  4 tins. 

Paste,  16  pots.  Eggs,  510. 

Salmon  & Anchovy  Paste,  372  tins. 

Sweetened  Flour.  72  lbs. 

Pork  Sausage  Meat,  6 lbs.  Meat  Roll,  4 lbs. 
Sardines,  6 tins. 

* Used  in  making  of  pastries. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Three  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported, 
and  on  investigation  I found  that  the  three  men  were 
employed  at  the  Pontnewynydd  Sheet  Works,  all  on 
the  same  row  of  mills,  two  on  the  same  mill. 

All  these  men  were  In  the  habit  of  drinking 
from  a pipe  leading  to  the  cooling  troughs,  the  water 
being  pumped  from  the  old  bakery  in  George  Street. 

I submitted  a sample  of  this  water  to  the 
County  Pathologist,  and  analysis  found  it  to  be 
dangerously  polluted.  I immediately  had  notices  put  up 
warning  the  men  of  the  dangerous  nature  of  the  water, 
and  suggested  that  the  pipes  leading  into  the  troughs 
be  extended  under  the  water,  making  it  impossible  for 
the  men  to  drink  it.  A tap  from  the  main  water  supply 
is  provided  near  at  hand  for  drinking  water. 

Samples  of  water  from  the  taps  at  the  patients’ 
homes,  and  samples  of  milk  were  found  to  be  free  from 
contamination. 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

The  main  water  supply  is  from  the  mains  of 
the  Pontypool  Company,  samples  are  regularly  taken  by 
the  company  for  analysis,  and  four  samples  submitted 
by  me  were  satisfactory. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1934-8. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  under  the 


Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  and 

submitted 

to  the 

Public 

Analyst  for  examination. 

Sample 

No.  taken 

Remit  of 

analysis 

Margarine 

...  1 

Genuine 

sample 

Butter 

...  1 

Egg  Substitute 

...  1 

ff 

Custard  Powder 

...  1 

« 

Marmite 

...  1 

if 

Stomach  Powder 

...  1 

if 

Head  and  Stomach  Pills 

...  1 

if 

Blancmange  Powder 

...  1 

if 

Gravy  Browing 

...  1 

if 

Eleven  samples  of  milk  were  analysied,  and 
three  found  to  be  below  the  required  standard. 


Court  proceedings  were  taken  in  these  three 
instances,  two  producers  were  fined,  and  one  case 
dismissed. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

Inspection  of  farms,  dairies  and  cow-sheds  has 
been  regularly  carried  out,  and  care  has  been  taken  to 
ensure  that  milk  is  produced  under  the  best  conditions 
possible. 

Number  of  farms  in  district 
Number  of  Inspections 
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14 

32 


The  cleanliness  of  the  premises  was  satisfactory 

The  Inspection  of  vehicles  and  utensils  used 
in  the  distribution  of  milk  has  led  to  greater  care  being 
taken  to  maintain  them  In  a clean  and  satisfactory 
state. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

In  five  instances  this  pest  has  been  destroyed 
by  means  of  Cymex  Gas,  and  spraying  with  insecticide. 

RAT  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 

Rat  baits  were  laid  at  the  various  depots  and 
refuse  tips  belonging  to  the  Council. 

SCHOOLS. 

The  schools  were  Inspected,  and  no  complaints 
were  received  of  any  nuisances  arising  which  could 
be  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


I am, 

Mr.  Chairman, 

Ladles  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  G.  MEEK, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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